
































 

 

Japanese Consul Visits ITIC and Hawaii Civil Defense 

In preparation for a visit by a Japanese Congressional Delegation, the 
Japanese Consul, Mr. Masanori Kita and his assistant, Mr. Toshio Kobaya- 
shi, of the Consulate General in Japan, visited ITIC and Hawaii's Civil 
Defense facilities in Honolulu and received a briefing on tsunami opera- 
tions and Civil Defense procedures from General Valentine Siefermann, 
Head of Hawaii's Civil Defense and from Dr. George Pararas-Carayannis, 
Director of ITIC. 

From left to right: Mr. Toshio Kobayashi, Mr. Masanori Kita (Japanese 

Consul), Major General Valentine Siefermann, and Dr. George Pararas- 

Carayannis. 
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Conference on National Tsunami Research Plan for U.S.A 

Not Photographed: 

 

From August 25 through the 29th of this year, a group of American scien- 
tists met to look at the United States efforts in tsunami research.  The 
meeting held on Rosario Island, Washington (northwest corner of the 
state), reviewed the topic of a National Tsunami Research Plan.  The 
group represented a selection on research interests from universities, 
private groups, and the Federal Government.  The scientists who attended 
are shown in the picture below. 

Top Row L-R 

Jerry Harbor (NCR), George Lea (NSF), Chi Liu (NSF), Roger Stewart (USGS), 
James Houston (ACOE), Bernard LeMehaute (U. Miami), David Tung (N. Caro- 
lina State), Keen Lee (Tetra Tech), Richard Goulet (NSF), Eddie Bernard 
(NOAA). 

Bottom Row L-R 

Dennis Moore (JIMAR), Ted Wu (Cal Tech), George Carrier (Harvard), Li San 
Hwang (Tetra Tech), William Van Dorn (Scripps), Phil Hseuh (NSF), Hal 
Loomis (NOAA), Charles Theil (FEMA), Fred Raichlen (Cal Tech). 

Andrew Vastano (Texas A&M)
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3.  Description of Events 

Evans (1928) suggested that these catastrophes were caused only 

by earthquakes, a suggestion which could not account for the destruction 

 

1)  II millenium B.C. Syrian coasts (vi?).  From cuneiform 
    texts 8, 15, 16, 18. 

Fig. 1 Syrian coasts at the time of tsunami of II millenium B,C. 

2)  1410 ± 100.  North coast of Crete, Grecian Archipelago (vi?) 
    7, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14. 

By the end of the period of the Second Palace, circa 1500 BC, 
the long history of Creto-Minoan civilization shows that a wide spread 
disaster occurred in Crete.  All over the island the catastrophes seem 
to be simultaneous and show very clearly signs of a seismic convulsion. 

The seismic history of the island and the Crito-Minoan religion 
lead De Ballore (1923) to the conclusion that the destruction of the 
Minoan Crete might have been caused by a series of violent earthquakes 
and devastating seismic sea waves. 
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Fig. 2 The whole island group of Thera from the west.  The largest 
portion is Thera proper, to the left is Therasia, and the very 
small fragment at the entrance to the caldera is Aspronisi.  In 
the centre of the bay is the volcanic dome consisting of the 
smaller island of Palaea Kameni and the larger island Nea Kameni 
which is the present focus of volcanic activity. (lla). 

 

Fig. 3  Crete and Thera showing mentioned in the text (lla). 
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Fig. 4

Ruins excavated at 
Ammisos, the port of 
Knossosin Crete.  This 
low-lying site would 
have been extremely 
vulnerable to the 
effect of tsunamis. 
(lla) 

Fig. 5 

The small plain at Kato 
Zakro in Crete, known as 
the "Valley of the Dead". 
It was an important naval 
base and port, and 
destroyed at the same 
time as the other sites 
in Crete. (12b) 
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